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CONFIDENTIAL CAPE TOWN 0119 

E.O. 111652: GDS 

TAGS: ICRC, PARM, PFOR, VN, VS, SF 

SUBJECT: PRG ISSUE AT SECOND SESSION OF CONFERENCE ON LAW 
OF WAR 

REF: STATE 018343 AND PRETORIA 0303 

DURING DISCUSSION WITH FOREIGN SECRETARY FOURIE TODAY, 
AMBASSADOR REITERATED OUR REQUEST THAT SAG RECONSIDER 
DECISION NOT TO ATTEND LAW OF WAR CONFERENCE. FOURIE SAID 
THAT BECAUSE SOUTH AFRICA IS IN PROCESS OF DECIDING WHETHER 
IT WILL STAY IN UNITED NATIONS, IT DOES NOT BELIEVE IT SHOULD 
SEND REPRESENTATIVES TO "PERIPHERAL MEETINGS" AT THIS TIME. 
SAG IN AGREEMENT WITH OUR POSITION ON PRG, BUT WILL NOT 
ATTEND MEETING JUST TO CASE A NEGATIVE VOTE. 
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